THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
no knowledge of local conditions, and was ignorant of the
German language. However, he was vastly preferable to old
Sznayde. On the 20th of June the Prussian corps passed the
Rhine from the Palatinate near Philipsburg, and so got into
the rear of the Badish army. With a rapid movement Miero-
slawski turned against these Prussians, checked them by a bold
attack near Waghaeusel, and then executed a clever flank
march by which he passed between the Prussian troops and
those of General Peuker, and opened communication with the
corps of the Palatinate and the reserves which approached from
the south of Baden. The engagement at Waghaeusel was by
no means discreditable to the Badish troops. We could hear
the roar of the guns as we marched northward by way of
Bruchsal, and soon rumors began to circulate among us of a
great victory won by our people over the Prussians. But then
later news came that Mieroslawski was retreating along the
Wiirtemberg frontier and that we had to cover his flank.
This did not much disturb our belief that the battle of
Waghaeusel had really been a victory, the fruits of which,
however, as was said, were lost through the treachery of the
colonel of the dragoons, who was ordered to pursue the beaten
enemy. On the 23d of June we advanced to Ubstadt and
there we received the report that the next morning we would
have to. meet the Prussian vanguard. The orders which I re-
ceived from my chief kept me busy on horseback until night,
and it was late when I reached my quarters in the tavern at
Ubstadt. My chief had already gone to rest. Upon all sides I
heard the snoring of sleepers. Only the daughter of our host,
a buxom young maiden of resolute expression of face, seemed
to be at work, I asked her for a bed and something to eat, and
both requests were granted by her with a robust outbreak of
her feelings against the " accursed Prussians," who had nothing
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